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Wang said, "These articles were written in ink; I want to translate
them into blood".88
The whole affair was so upsetting that the Manchus dithered,
Iky actually asked Wang if the revolutionists could be bribed to
keep quiet and not annoy the government, "There is one way,"
replied Wang, "and no other way, and this is to proclaim the
Chinese Republic," "You are facing death," he was warned. "We
will treat you well if you leave your party and help us." It was hard
for the corrupt Manchu nobles to believe anyone could refuse such
an offer, but they dared not execute the popular Wang for fear of
precipitating a rising. So he and his companions were sentenced
to imprisonment for life, which in the prisons of that day meant a
lingering death in chains, victims lasting usually about three yeau.-
In just half that time the Chinese Republic was established and
Wang's chains were knocked off, to become an exhibit in the museum
of Peking. He was taken from prison and, on account of his popu-
larity, was accorded an oicial welcome by the Ministry of Justice,
Such were the men and women who worked with Sun Yat-sen to
establish the Chinese Republic; such were the insurrections and petty
actions that in their cumulation overthrew the Manchu dynasty.